Importantly, the threat that commercial Arctic charr farming practises present to the 23 genetic integrity of native U.K. stocks has been highlighted (Heasman & Black, 1998 ; 24 Maitland et al., 2007) . Consequently, decisions regarding the commercial culture of 25 Arctic charr and the development of breeding programmes will be enhanced by the 1 use of regional stocks, which reduce the chances of genetic contamination, as well as 2 a detailed knowledge of the culture potential of native charr within localised regions. 3 Consequently, the current study aimed to investigate the aquaculture potential of a 4
Welsh strain of Arctic charr by comparing its growth with a commercial strain from 5
Scotland. The M of both strains of fish increased throughout the experiment (P<0.001) 4 (Fig. 1a) . The average M of the Llyn Cowlyd fish was greater than the commercial 5 strain charr for the first three months post first feeding (P<0.001) and then from 6 month seven onwards the commercial strain fish were significantly heavier than the 7 Llyn Cowlyd fish (P<0.01). The L F of both strains increased over the course of the 8 experiment (P<0.001) (Fig. 1b) . In month three, the Llyn Cowlyd fish were 9 significantly longer than the commercial fish (P<0.05), but from month four onwards 10 the average lengths of the two strains were similar. The K of both strains increased 11 over the experimental period (P<0.001) (Fig. 1c) and from month five onwards, the K 12 of the commercial strain fish was significantly higher than that of the Llyn Cowlyd 13 fish (P<0.01). 14 15 At the conclusion of the experiment there were differences in the coefficient of 16 variation in M, L F and K between the two strains of fish (Table I) between wild and captive strains of Arctic charr and ascribed this difference to the 1 selection for fast growth favouring selection against subordinates, which then resulted 2 in a decrease in individual differences in growth. In the current study social status was 3 not determined but it is likely that similar differences in population social structure 4 between the two strains caused the notable differences in size variation. 5 6
In summary, the current study has identified differences between the 7 development of a Welsh strain of Arctic charr and a commercial U.K. stock, although 8 this is to be expected when comparing the first generation of a wild strain with a 9 
